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What is the Nasthatanama? 

The hagiographies of Guru Nanak Dev Ji such as the Sri Gur Nanak Parkash Granth, 
and other older Janamsakhid, narrate that the Nasthatanadmd was said in a conversation 
between the King of Misar or Rum (regions around Egypt and Turkey), who was a cruel 
tyrant, and Guru Nanak Dev Ji. It is a letter of advice from Guru Nanak to the Emperor or the 
King named as Hamid Karun. He is advised by the Guru to do good deeds and be kind as God 
has bestowed wealth on him. Money should be spent on good causes, and that money 
belongs to him who spends it. The world is transient, only the True God is eternal, 
therefore no one should feel proud of his possessions as we are all bound to perish, and one 


should remember the name of God (nam). You can listen to this bani here: 





The Nasithataname are a popular style of letter or epistle and the word nasihat 
comes from the word nasiha or advice in Arabic. This type of letter is similar to the mirror 
for princes, and usually states a moral reason for they were written and presented to rulers. 
In this case it was that Sultan Hamid Karun (Karun, Persian: W9,lS), who was a merciless 
leader, and through his tyranny had amassed much wealth: ‘Haisan tab sultan hamid karunn 
vi bara zalam tha jahan tikar daulat si.’ Hearing about this both Bhai Mardana and Guru 
Nanak both journeyed to Rum to the Royal Court of Karun: ‘Ta? Mardana dovain janai chale 
gai sultan hamid karin de darbar ate agale.’* Some scholars believe Rum is Rome but in fact 
it is actually the old name of Anatolia (Turkey) or the Sultanate of Rum. This is in fact where 
the famous Sufi mystic Rumi gets his name from, literally meaning the one from Rum. Bhai 
Mani Singh writes that Guru Nanak Dev Ji went to the City or area of Rum, ‘Baba jt Rum 
Shahir ge,’ and also gives the name as Hamid Karun.” Later, other hagiographers mention 
Misar or Egypt and the only rulers of both of these areas at the time were the Ottomans. 
This composition is apocryphal as it is not in the Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji. 

What is its history? 
In historical terms, Emperor Selim | had control over this area during his reign and 


was a known miser. Three powerful Kings of that period: Babur, Selim, and Ismail, all knew 


* Bhai Bale vali Janamsakhi, Amritsar: Chattar Singh Jivan Singh, 2000, pp. 227-233. The fourth and final Udasi 
of Guru Nanak Dev Ji lasted around three years from 1519-1521 AD and covered Mecca, Medina and the 
Persian- Arab countries. The Guru was around the age of 50-52. 

* Bhai Mani Singh, Gian Ratnawall, Amritsar: Chattar Singh Jivan Singh, 2001, pp. 346-350. 
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each other, and had both friendship and rivalry.° Clearly, the name of the Emperor does not 
match with the name Karun, but it could be that the Guru was drawing on and comparing 
him to the mythical King Croesus (Karun in Arabic) who was known for his fabulous wealth. 
In the Holy Qur’an there is also a story of a Karun from the time of Moses, in the Surat al- 
Qasas, which is about a man who accumulates more wealth than the Pharaoh. He is the 
same character as Korah of the Old Testament, that is, Croesus, who was commissioned by 


the pharaoh to suppress the Israelites. 





Selim | from the 16" century 

Cunningham (1849) has not understood who this Karun was and took it to be a corruption of 
Harun from the famous Harun el Rashid, which cannot be the case.° It may be that this 
composition takes Guru Nanak Dev Ji to a realm outside of history, into legends and myths. 
Some of the hagiographies speak about his teacher named Pir Jalal who was a renowned 
Islamic scholar from Egypt, and who could have been a contemporary of Guru Nanak. 

Rattan Singh Bhangu in his conversation with Captain Murray does not take this 
myth to be literal or historical: 


Dohira. After hearing my narration, Murry remarked, that all his doubts about Guru 
Nanak had been removed. But how did Baba Nanak hold a discussion with Emperor 
Karun? He certainly had his doubts about it.1. 

Chaupai. The Emperor Karun’s empire existed thousands of years ago, so how could 
Baba Nanak have a dialogue with that emperor. Then | gave an explanation to 


? Isamil | also composed a famous Nasthatanama. 

i Nakkas ‘Osman - Seyyid Lokman Celebi: Kiyafetii I-insdniye ff Sem@’ili |--Osmaniye (Sema ’il-ndme). Library of 
the Topkapi Palace Museum, Hazine, Nr. 1562. 

°.D.z Cunningham, History of the Sikhs, London: John Murray, 1849, p. 340. The few verses of translation he 
offers of the Nasihatanama in Appendix XX are badly translated. 
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Murray, that there was an anomaly about this dialogue.2. Baba Nanak himself never 
narrated this episode in his own words, but some foolish chronicler had written it as 
a dialogue. Later on another more irresponsible writer further expanded it, and 
made further interpolations into this episode.3. They neither tallied the chronology 
of years between the two personages, nor did they calculate the time lag between 
the two events. Since such discussions between saints were quite prevalent in those 
days, some odd writer had recorded it as a discussion.4. They could not differentiate 
between an episode and a discussion, as the foolish writers could not ascertain the 
real facts. | regard the first chronicler as an irresponsible romantic fellow, and count 
the latter writers in the same category of romantics. As some idiots mistake a dried 
empty beehive for a worn out moon splinter, much as some others regard an oil- 
seed crusher as God’s eye lashes’ colouring stick.5. 
Dohira. Although there is a gap of thousands of years separating, the times of 
Muslim emperor and Baba Nanak. But this myth about Karun’s forty heaps of wealth, 
Had been written time and again by these writers.6. There had been an emperor by 
the name of Karun, Baba Nanak had just referred to Emperor Karun’s myth. And how 
he had piled up forty heaps of coins, and how he died empty handed even after 
amassing such a huge wealth.7. There was an ancient prophet by the name of Amar, 
Who had met and blessed Emperor Karun. But the foolish writers have attributed 
this incident, as a dialogue held between Karun and Baba Nanak.8.° 

Bhangu has a very strong argument, so what we can say is that this letter was given to a 


King as was the custom, which includes moral advice with reference to the legendary Karun, 
but the King himself could not have been called this name, which could be an error and 
interpolation by early Sikh writers, which Bhangu rightly makes note of. As he suggests it 
could be dialogue about King Karun rather than a meeting which is also a possibility. 

The style of the writing is generally different from most of the compositions in the 
primary scripture of the Sikh canon, the Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The language in the 
Nasthatanama is called ‘Turki’ and is an idiomatic language, based on Punjabi and Lehndi, 
which borrows words and mimics Persian.’ There are, however, the Tilang compositions of 
Guru Nanak Dev Ji in the primary scripture which are in a similar style.® The Nasthatanam is 
a similar type of letter or epistle sent to the Emperor Aurangzeb by Guru Gobind Singh Ji, 
called the Zafarnama Sahib, found in the Sri Dasam Granth Sahib Ji. 

The Bhai Bale vali Janamsakhi begins with a date of 1582 VS/ 1525 AD on the fifth 
day of the bright half of the month of Vaisakh, Paira Mokha, a Khatri of Sultanpur, wrote 


thebook, and that Guru Angad Dev Ji commanded that it be written. The oldest known 


° Rattan Singh Bhangu, trans. Kulwant Singh, Episode 10, ‘An Episode of Emperor Karun.’ Sri Gur Panth 
Prakash, Chandigarh: Institute of Sikh Studies, 2006, pp. 53-55. Edited from the version published by the 
Institute of Sikh Studies. 

fe Shackle, Approaches to the Persian loans in the Adi Granth, BSOAS 41, 1978. 

° This shabad is by Guru Nanak Dev Ji in Rag Tilang in Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, ang or p. 721. 
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manuscript bears the date of 1715 VS/ 1658 AD and is in a private collection in Delhi. 
Cunningham wrongly concluded that the Nasihatanadma was from the 1g" century, 
manuscript evidence clearly shows this is incorrect.” 

In the earliest account of Guru Nanak Dev Ji in Janamsakhi of Bhai Bala, we can see 
that the writer has actually stated that this King is not the famous Karun but could be 
destroyed just like him. In his fourth Udasi or introspective journey, the Guru said, 


"Bhai Bala, let us go and show Sultan Hamid Karun the path of dharam as he is a 
great tyrant." 

Sultan Hamid Karun was the king of Rum. Both Karun and Harun (Aaron) also lived 
formerly in the time of the great Moses, the prophet. This Sultan Hamid Karun was 
also tyrant [like the legendary one], and had destroyed the country of Rum up to its 
very borders. 

Then Guru Nanak Dev Ji said "Bhai Bala and Mardana let us move on and visit this 
king." 

| [Bhai Bala] said, "Sir, may it be so and perhaps from your visit his state will improve; 
otherwise he will be destroyed just as the first Karun was." 

Then the Guru, Mardana and | presented ourselves at the court of Sultan Hamid 
Karun. The former Karun, having robbed the whole country of Rum, had collected 
forty storehouses of treasure, but this Hamid Karun had amassed forty-five 
storehouses of treasure. The Guru and Mardana began to enquire where the court 
of the king was. The gatekeepers replied, "This is it Sirs; and he has collected forty- 
five storehouses of treasure." 

Then the Guru enquired, "Does he administer justice, and does he give anything in 
charity?" 

Those gatekeepers replied, "Sirs! He is a very cruel tyrannical king, and, along with 
this, is a great miser, and gives nothing in charity; he is even a greater tyrant than 
the first Karun." 

Then the Guru said, "O, door-keeper! How has he collected all this wealth?" 

The door-keeper replied, "Sir! He is such a tyrant that wherever, in his kingdom he 
hears of there being any silver or gold coin, he never lets it go, whether it belong to 
rich or poor. One day, this Hamid Karun said to his minister, ‘Is there any silver still 
left anywhere?’ The minister replied, 'There is none left anywhere.’ Then the 
minister said, 'One of your servant girls is very pretty.' Then the king said to him, ok, 
take and seat her in the slave market, and if anyone will give one coin for her, let him 
have her.' There was a certain son of a merchant who heard this, and went and told 
his mother that the king was selling this slave girl, and that if she would give him one 
coin, then he would be able to purchase her. His mother replied, ‘son! Where are 
there any rupees left in the kingdom of Sultan Hamid Karun? | know but only one 
coin which is buried in the mouth of your father.’ The merchant's son went and 
opened his father's grave, and took the coin and went to the slave market and 
brought the slave girl for one coin. Then the foot soldier, who was in charge, said [to 
the minister], 'Here is a coin, Sir.’ Then the king inquired, 'Who bought her?' He 


cat IGE Cunningham, History of the Sikhs, London: John Murray, 1849, p. 340, pp. 370-371. 
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replied, 'Sir! A merchant's son bought her.' Then the king said, 'Seize him and bring 
him! 'Then they went and seized him and brought the merchant's son. The king said, 
‘Where did you get this coin from?' The merchant's son replied, ‘Sir, this one coin 
was placed in my father's mouth, and buried with him in his grave.' Then the king 
gave orders, that wherever in his kingdom there are any graves, they are all to be 
opened and searched for any money. 'On this, on the king's command, all the graves 
were opened, but no money was found in any of them. He is a very tyrannical king." 
Then Guru Nanak Dev Ji said, "He is a great sinner; he will receive a very severe 
punishment in God's Realm. Curses be on his treasure; what wretchedness! That he 
should live! The earth was pleased to swallow up the former Karun, but no place 
would ever agree to swallow up this one." 

Then again he said to the gatekeepers. ''Do you go and give this message from me to 
Sultan Karun, and say that a disciple is standing at his gate, and requests an 
interview." 

Then the door-keepers went and gave this message, and said, "Sir! Great king! A 
devotee has come to your gate, and says, Give me an interview." 

The king, on hearing this, came out; at that time the great Guru was collecting little 
pieces of tile. The king came and greeted him and said, "Holy disciple! What will you 
do with these pieces of tile?" 

Then Nanak said, "| will take these pieces of tile to the Realm of God." 

Again, the king said, "Sir! You will not be able to take these pieces of tile there with 
you, for, when you die, they will remain here." 

Then [Guru Nanak Dev] said "Sultan Hamid Karun! Then neither will those forty-five 
storehouses of treasures, which you have collected by tyranny, go with you. Listen 
now; there was a greater Karun than you, who accumulated forty storehouses of 
treasure by tyranny, but he did not take them with him; then why, have you 
collected all these stores?" 

Then Sultan Hamid Karun replied, "Sir, cannot this treasure be taken along with me 
by some means?" 

Then Nanak said, "King Hamid Karun! This wealth will only go along with you, if you 
shall spend it in alms in God's Name, otherwise it will remain here, and another will 
become the inheritor of this treasure; he will first seize all your wealth and your 
country, and will afterwards arrange for your grave and coffin. Beware, there was a 
greater Karun than yourself; he collected forty storehouses of treasure through 
tyranny; and those storehouses were so great, that they reached the foundations of 
the earth, when his treasures and armies increased, then he became very proud at 
the sight of his army and wealth; he respected neither the Lord, nor did he take heed 
to anyone else, and began to proclaim himself as a Lord and God; he began to 
greatly torment the poor people, and to perpetrate such cruelty, that, one day, a 
voice came from the Realm of God to the great Moses, 'Moses, my prophet! Go and 
admonish Karun, and ask, 'Karun, do you give away a tenth part of those forty 
storehouses, and distribute them as charity in God's Name' Karun did not obey the 
order, and, three times, this admonition was repeated through Moses, saying, 'O 
Karun! do you give a little at all events as charity in [God's Name]' but Karun would 
not obey this command either, for Karun had become very proud, for, from seeing 
his vast wealth and army, he paid no heed to anyone; and three times he turned 
from the command of God. Then Moses petitioned at God's Realm, saying, 'O 
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Almighty God! | have four times commanded him in Your name, but he will not obey. 
‘Then the earth was ordered, from God's Realm, to go, and seize Karun, the 
disobeyer, by his feet and swallow him up with all his treasure. Then the earth seized 
Karun, as he was asleep on his bed, just as he was, by his feet, and swallowed him up 
with his treasures. Thus that Karun was destroyed and departed for the judgment 
day. Karun Hamid! The earth swallowed him up, because he was a great tyrant anda 
miser; and Moses had a brother, called Harun [Aaron], who obeyed the command of 
God, and belonged to the sect of Moses; and Moses afterwards, on his becoming 
firm in his belief bestowed on him the title of prophet. You belong to the religion of 
Muhammad, the chosen, and yet you show much tyranny on the country, and 
devastate it too, wherever you can find the trace of a single penny even. Do turn 
away from your tyranny, otherwise know that the treasure obtained by your tyranny 
will not go with you; do you henceforth turn from this tyranny?" 

Then Karun Hamid replied; '' Thus my mind was drowned in worldly desires; what is 
past is past; but do put me on the right way for the future Sir! Give me such advice 
that, from hearing it, my heart may be softened, and | may be a true disciple on 
God's path." 

Then the Sri Baba recited this code of advice for Sultan Karun in Rdg Tilang:’*° 


Translation of the Nasihatanama 


SAlSaHt 


nasthatanama 


Epistle of Advice 
fal HIS Ul tilang mahala 1. 
Tilang composed by Guru Nanak Dev Ji.”* 


qe Afsae UAE ik oankar satigur prasadi. 


One Universal Creator realised by the grace of the True Guru. 


ated da St A ee vee! kichai nek nami jo devai khudai. 
One gets a high status if it is given by Khudadi. 


a tA fast us A At Sartell jo disai zimi par so hosi fanai. 
Whatever you see on the earth will all vanish. 


ofeyH = des AA SAH ddim va daulat kase besumar. 
Always this wealth will not last, even though it may be countless. 


7 History of the Sikhs; Translation of the Sikkhan de Raj di Vikhia, translated and edited by Major Henry Court, 
pp. 217-224. This is taken from the Bhai Bale val Janamsakhi. 

™ This musical measure or raga is favoured by Muslims. In the Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji this rag occurs in 
the Ragmdld as a ragini or derivative of the rdg Hindol, but today it belongs to the Khamaj that. Tilang is 
performed at night between 3 — 6 am and has a calm and pleasing mood. The notes are as follow Aroh: Sa Ga 
Ma Pa Ni Sa; Avroh: Sa Ni Pa Ma Ga Sa; Vadi: Ga; Samvadi: Ni. 
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poh SA: Vs -_ . _ = . _ 
ot dddl Adst ST Gd THI na rahenge karori na rahenge hajar. 
Millions will not remain, nor will thousands remain. 


CHS" fSHt ot A uae wa UE! damara tisi ka jo kharache ar khai. 
Wealth is one's who spends and uses it. 


te fears GTS YEE! devai dildvai rajavai khudai. 

If one shares and distributes it, then it will please God. 

dat or ave fear ot ufEl| hota na rakhai ikela na khai. 

If we have it we should not amass it, or spend it on ourselves only. 


stuote fees wat <dt fsAs ATEN tahikik dil dani vahi bhisat jai. 


Know for certain in your heart, [one who acts this way], will go to Heaven. 


ate seta 6 ats THI kichai tavajia na kichai guman. 
Show humility and not pride. 


ot sfont fea esha S Sfort SSSI nA rahisi ih dunian na rahisi divan. 


Neither will this earth last nor any Royal court. 

Tet = WS < SAAT UII hathi va ghore va lashakar hazar. 
If you have thousands of elephants, horses and soldiers. 
bAen EN 


Jed ATA As Bd ST ATIl hovainge gharak kuchh lagai na bar. 
They will all be turned into dust in no time. 


cabot at feetar ad Hee HSI dunia ka divana kahai mulakh mera. 
You are intoxicated with the world and say that ‘this country is mine.’ 


met Hs fas ug ot As ot Sal at maut sir par na mera na tera. 
But when death comes, it is neither mine nor yours. 


ost get efy aH SATE keti gi dekhi vaje vajai. 


How many have passed in spite of glory and pomp. 


Zot Sa Sort WANS UES! vahi ek rahisi ju sacha khudai. 
But only One will remain, who is the True Khudadi. 


nifemt feowt feast verfent|| aia ikela ikela chalaia. 


Alone we come into this world, and alone we will depart. 


ves zufs aet aH oF nif chalate vakhati koi kam na aia. 
At the time of our departure none of these things will be of use. 


Sri Satguru J agjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Set Hath foor SHA ASTI lekhad mangijai kia dijai javab. 
When you shall be asked for your account, then what answer will you give? 


sx uatd 3 US MSI toba pukarai topavai azab. 
You will cry in guilt and you will be assigned punishment. 


wot ug alr Fe VHS aHTfeEnr || dunian par kia zor damara kamaia. 
On the earth you exercise tyranny and forcefully make money. 


urfear deteur maret aetfenr || khaia handhaia ajain gavaia. 


And spend it on your dress and waste it foolishly. 


Wd Uesel ad TE TE! Akhar pachhotana karai hai hai. 
In the end you will regret and wail. 


cdatd afenr iss ure FATE! daragahi gaia sow pavai sajai. 


And when you go to God's Realm, you will receive a heavy punishment. 


wos J Sa me Sst SHTI lAnat hai tank ar taihnd kamai. 
Curses will be heaped on you and your riches gained through treachery. 


da IT AT Pat BC ureti| dagebazi kar kar duni lat khai. 
Through thuggery you have looted and taken from the world. 


Ure flrs nt ue ATI! pie piale au khde kabab. 
And drank wine and eaten kebabs. 


vd J Sa 7 JS uTAI dekho re loko ju hote kharab. 
Look o’ people at this is corruption. 


far ot 3 det TAT ot Hetil jis ka tin banda tisi ka savaria. 
Whose servant are you, who has given you all. 


cfant & we S Afos ferrfnr i dunia ke lalach tain sahib visaria. 
From the greed for the world, you have forgotten your Master. 


a atst feares 5 gBfuS Shs na kiti ibadat na raoakhio iman. 


You have not worshipped, nor have you kept your faith. 


ot atst JAHS Yas ATI na kiti hakiimat piikarai jahan. 
And the world cries out that you have not governed [justly]. 


nies Hisar & FO J AEM afdar mahilan ke baithon tin jai. 
You remain seated in your palace. 
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oH fa a8 wast Jefe! haraman siun khelain khushaboi havai. 
You sport in your harem and use perfumes. 


3 Ue 5 88 Fed fom SE na piichhai na biijhai ju bahar kia hoi. 
You neither ask nor understand what is taking place outside. 


dont aster & ug feel harami gariban ko mare vigoi. 
The lawless are killing your poor subjects. 


gHst rts fed of SAS"I basati ujaren phir na vasaven. 
You depopulate places, and do not repopulate them. 


gato yas 3 eS OT Ure" _kikahin pukaren tau dad na pavain. 
People cry out but none can obtain justice. 


Best adat otf SHH lakhori karori kie beshumar. 
You collect your uncountable riches of millions and billions. 


a dddl Adat oO God TAT na rahainge karauri na rahainge hazar. 
While your poor subjects die by thousands. 


TSH ATS TAHS 3 TEI kahavaih hakiimat na hoi. 
They call you the ruler, but you do not rule justly. 


wor at deta fed HAS SE dunia ka divana phirai masat loi. 
You are mad with the world, and wander about drunk within it. 


Be Hea FIs ufss mg UfEl lite mulak bahur pahire ar khai. 
You rob the country, and clothe and feed yourself. 


cna at MISH Heat ATE! dozak ki dtash maregi jalai. 
But the fire of hell will kill and burn you. 


ae THE at cu esr o feet41| garab sionna dekh dunian ke divane. 
Do not look on with pride, O one intoxicated with the world. 


THe ot ofogHt 3 MAT St ATA || hamesha na rahisi tii esi na jane. 
It will not last for ever so do not think it will. 


Gore Het GH A Ba SAI uthavai sapha us ko lage nabar. 
It will not be long before you will travel from this world. 


fan of voto fon X we Ail kis ki dunian kis ke ghar bar. 
And then whose will be your wealth, and your family? 


Sri Satguru J agjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


de da veo’ fae uxs ATI chad roz chalana kichh pakaro karar. 
After a few days you must depart, you must understand something. 


a otd fagnegs esha & WI nd kichai hiras bahut dunian ke yar. 
Do not long for the world, O lover of the world. 


Hofer or fe ae Sat SHE! sharaminda na hoi kuchh neki kami. 
Take care so you are not shamed, and make yourself a good name. 


Bes a AH ufsd A ot ATE lanat ka jama pahir ke na jai. 
Beware of departing wearing the garment of curses. 


WSSS Add J USgI HTT! gaphalat karoge to khavoge mar. 
If you will be negligent, then you will be destroyed. 


Yt SJ FST A BI FT SATS beti va beta ko lahe go na sar. 
And neither daughters nor sons will be of help. 


sa ad YS ad S ATI toba karo bahut kichai na zor. 
Have remorse and be not so tyrannical. 


eH at MISH ATS ail dozak ki atash jalavegi gor. 
Otherwise, in the grave the fire of hell will consume you. 


HATES Ud AS ATT US| masaik paiganbar kete shah khan. 
There have been Sheikhs, prophets, kings, and lords. 


or diy fant ua fsa fenrsil na disain zimin par tinoke nishan. 
But a trace of them is not to be seen in the world. 


Jos agg ASST ot s'S'll chalate kabiitar janavar ki chhaun. 
Like the shadow of a flying pigeon. 


aS Ua TE X Yes 3 SG’ kete khak hie ko piichhe na naun. 
All of them turned into dust, and none now ask for their names. 


wat da As o ofS Shri chali garj jore narakhio iman. 
One accumulated forty storehouses, but lost his faith. 


wa J arg f dS UdHSII dekho re karin jo hote pareshan. 
Look at Karun who was depressed. 


Seat at Paha = STSt HATH II nadani na dunian va phani mukam. 
Do you not know that this is a transitory place? 
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3 Ye UAH stat fed VET ATI tii khud chashamabini ih chalana jahan. 
See with your own eyes that this world is ever moving on. 


sm at ost adfentt JST! toba na kit? karendiaan hunah. 
You have not yet repented, although you have committed many mistakes. 


ad Md Feat Wat StS ll kare araz bandagi baba nanak 
Says Baba Nanak pray devotedly. 


MA nieH TAS Ast USI! aise alam siun meri panah.” 
‘| look to God for my support in this world.’ 


On hearing this Karun was surprised his heart softened and he felt remorse. He distributed 
his wealth to the poor and became devoted to God, and received instructions from Guru 


Nanak Dev Ji. 
Why do we do it? 


The Guru wanted his Sikhs and Khalsa to be rulers, so it is for wisdom that whatever power the Guru 
blesses us with that we do not misuse it. He also wanted those in power no matter of what religion 
to be good role models and respect human dignity. 

How do we do it? 

It is recited along with Nitnem at in the ambrosial hours or amritvela. This bani is/was read in the 
Nitnem of Saints and Nihang Singhs, like Shahid Akali Baba Dip Singh Ji Nihang. His Nitnem is found in 
the Gutka Sahib published by Shiromani Khalsa Panth Akali Tarana Dal, and faithfully records this 
tradition. 

Is it against Gurmat? 

As this composition is not in the standard Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, many people have 
doubts about it. However, if we research traditional Sikh liturgy and manuscripts or 
handwritten pothia we find it present, which means Sikhs believed it to be the word of Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji. The fact that it is a letter is probably why it is not in Guru Granth Sahib, as it 
would not fit into the theme of the other Gurbani. Some scholars like Kahn Singh Nabha in 
the Mahan Kosh do not take it to authentic. However, its place in important hagiographic 


works and liturgies give it importance. 


” See Kavi Santokh Singh, ed. Bhai Vir Singh, Gurd Nanak Prakash, utarardh adayaya 16, p. 255. 
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Prof Sahib Singh states that the Moghul backed Niranjani sect wrote this, in his book 
about the Adi Granth, but manuscript evidence and the use in the samprada would 
contradict this.’? He also contradicts himself on the same page, when he states that it is 
quoted in the Puradtan Janam Sakhi. This composition is not found in the Banno recension of 
the Adi Granth. Bhai Vir Singh also writes that as it is not in the Adi Guru Granth Sahib Ji, this 
means it is not Gurbani.** Well this is a simplistic argument as the same applies to the Sikh 
Ardas which are also not in the Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji. 

Why is this Nasihatanama different to the Gutka? 

In the version by Bhai Bala Ji and Kavi Santokh Singh Ji there is an extra verse not found in 
the version by Bhai Mani Singh Ji. It is interesting to note that the famous Tankhanama or 
‘Epistle of Penances’ by Bhai Nand Lal Ji, was actually known as it is entitled Nasihatnama or 
‘Manual of Instruction’. The earliest of the extant rahitndme is this Nasihatnama (MS 770, 
1718-19; ‘Manual of Instruction’). As a product that is from ten years after the ascension of 


Guru Gobind Singh it is highly significant. 


8 Sahib Singh, Adi Birh Bare, Amritsar: Singh Brothers, 2002, p. 193. 
* Kavi Santokh Singh, ed. Bhai Vir Singh, Gurd Nanak Prakash, utardrdh adayaya 16, p. 251. 


Sri Satguru J agjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


With the blessings of the Jathedars of Buddha Dal 





The previous head of the Shiromani Khalsa Panth Akali Buddha Dal Panjwa Takht Chalda Vahir 
Chakrvarti, Vishav, Singh Sahib 96 Crori Jathedar Akali Baba Surjit Singh Nihang Singh, was in jail with 
Rajoana Sahib due to the SGPC and Akali Dal making their own puppet leader Balbir Singh. Please 
visit www.babasurjeetsingh.com to spread awareness about this injustice. This is what the Chinese 
government have done to his holiness the Dalai Lama and the Pancham Lama. We cannot allow this 
to happen to the head of the Khalsa Panth. The current head is now 96 Crori Jathedar Akali Baba 


Prem Singh Nihang Singh from Sachkhand Hazur Sahib. 
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About the Author 

My name is Dr. Kamalroop Singh, | am a Sikh and a member of the Khalsa, and belong to the 
Nihang Singh order, under the leadership of 96 Crori Singh Sahib Jathedar Akali Baba Surjit 
Singh Nihang. | began my journey back in 1995, when | met some inspirational Sikhs. | have 
been reading about and practising as a Sikh from a young age, | took initiation into the 
Khalsa in 1999. | have travelled around India and stayed with the Nihang Singhs and Sants, 
and | also took basic santhia from the Dam Dami Taksal in Amritsar. After finishing my 
degree in Chemistry | completed an MPhil and PhD in Sikh Studies. My chosen subject was 
the Dasam Granth Sahib, my thesis was titled ‘Dasam Granth Re-examined’. A book titled ‘ 
The Granth of Guru Gobind Singh: Essays, Lectures and Translations’ has been published 
with Gurinder Singh Mann, by Oxford University Press. ‘Dasam Granth Questions and 
Answers’ has been published which was written with Mann Sahib also, please see it at 
www.archimedespress.co.uk. | am a linguist and have worked for the Crown Prosecution 
Services and taught languages at the School of African and Oriental Studies. | have been a 
consultant to a number of museums and galleries around the world, and | regularly travel 
and teach about related subjects. 

Many thanks to Dharama Kaur Khalsa who requested a translation of this bani to be made. 
We first discussed this was about ten years ago when | visted Espanola with Nihang Giani 
Sukha Singh! Please forgive any mistakes beloved Sadh Sangat jio and pray that | may 
continue serving the Guru Khalsa Panth Sahib. 


Das, Kamalroop Singh. 
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